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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Marcu 6, 1867. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read twice and ordered to be printed. 


A BILL 


To guarantee a republican form of government in Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mis- 
sissipp], Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas, and to provide for 


the restoration of these States to practical relations with the 


Union. 


_ Whereas, in the years eighteen hundred and sixty and eighteen 
hundred and -sixty-one, the inhabitants of Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas changed their respective 
constitutions so as to make them repugnant to the Constitution 
of the United States; and whereas the inhabitants of these 


States made war upon the United States, and after many 


battles finally surrendered, under the rules and usages of war ; 


and whereas the inhabitants of these States, at the time of 


their surrender, were Qvithout legal State governments> 


and, as a rebel population, were without authority to 


form leyal State governments, or to exercise any other 
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political functions belonging to loyal citizens, and they must 


so continue until relieved of such disabilities by the law-mak- 


ing power of the United States; and whereas it belgngs to 
Congress, in the discharge of its duties under the Constitution, 


